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Preface

Tourism plays a major cultural, political and economic role within the life 
and economy of nations. Tourism is a deep cultural, social and political 
act from which it derives both its importance and gravity. Based on that, 
tourism occupies a significant position within states’ and governments’ 
priorities in order to perform its role in protecting the memory of the 
community and its economic development and progress. Tourism is a 
tool that emphasizes national identity and nationalism among peoples 
and nations, including highlighting the role of any nation and its civil 
and cultural contribution within human history.

Tourism and the travel sector are among the largest service provision 
sectors in the world. According to The World Tourism Organization 
statistics, the number of tourists is continuously increasing, having 
jumped to 278 million tourists towards the end of 1980, as compared 
to 25 million in 1950. The number rose to 528 million tourists in 1995 
and reached 1,053 million towards the end of 2012; the number is likely 
to increase to 1.8 billion tourists by the end of 2023 (WTO, 2013) (D. 
Muhammad Ibrahim Meqdad, D. Wasim Ismaeil el-Habil, January 2015 
pp: 41-73).

This is why tourism is in a permanent state of competition and conflict. 
Currently, tourism is utilized by nations or groups to emphasize 
historical existence and role, in addition to economic investment; it is 
also a subject for external intervention that seeks to rewrite or reframe 
history. External intervention is designed by colonial powers to embody 
the dependence or inability of less developed nations to monopolize 
history, knowledge and human cultural accomplishments. 

Within the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, tourism is employed intensively 
as a major tool to justify the political projects and purposes being 
implemented in Palestine. 

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict is based on a root confrontation and 
contradiction between two narratives: the Israeli Zionist narrative and 
the Palestinian Arabic narrative. Each narrative tends to depend on the 
uniqueness of the place (Palestine) with its specific religion, history and 
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symbolism in order to justify its existence and its right to remain.

To achieve its political objectives, the Zionist project has built its 
arguments on the Biblical narrative that named Palestine as the 
Promised Land for all Jews in the world. Such a narrative seeks to build 
Jewish awareness into an ideological tool, so as to recruit support for 
the Zionist project’s aims to occupy Palestine whether as place, memory, 
culture or history. At the same time, the Zionist narrative has been 
promoted as the narrative adopted by international public opinion, to 
enhance Israel’s credibility and provide Israel with the dominant social 
and economic support. The Zionist movement believed that by doing 
so, it would eliminate all elements on which the ambivalent Palestinian 
narrative had been built.

For that, the Zionist project applied a policy to efface, destroy and 
alter everything that proves and reminds of Palestinians’ existence and 
rights in Palestine, through concealing or blotting out the history and 
civilization of Arab Canaanite Palestine spanning thousands of years. 
The Zionist movement has tended to claim that the history of Palestine 
did not start before the appearance of Judaism. Such a tendency was 
clearly interpreted by the uprooting of millions of Palestinians and 
the demolition of Palestinian villages and towns: over 450 Palestinian 
villages and towns were demolished and depopulated during 1948, as 
reported by Walid Khalidi in his book: “All That Remains - the Palestinian 
Villages Occupied and Depopulated by Israel in 1948.” Within this 
context, the occupation’s policy comes through:

• Theft of or obsession with Palestinian antiquities and by claiming 
ownership of antiquities such as in the case of the Qumran Scrolls, 
discovered during the 1940s near the Dead Sea, or the potsherds and 
antique coins that are used to highlight Jewish history. Another example 
is the robbery of the contents of Deir el-Balah cemetery in The Gaza 
Strip, and their transfer to The Rockefeller Museum and The Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. 

• Wrecking of several historical buildings such as mosques and 
cemeteries that record the roots of Palestine’s residents. One example 
is the destruction of al-Qasaba Quarter in Nablus during the 2003 
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invasion of the city in addition to expropriation of other sites such as 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron, Joseph’s Tomb in Nablus, Herodion 
Mountain and Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem. In addition to that, the 
Israeli authorities continue excavations underneath Jerusalem in order 
to prove the existence of Solomon’s Temple and affirm a Jewish right to 
control the so-called “Temple Mount,” alongside the policy of judaizing 
Jerusalem and totally erasing Palestinian quarters such as parts of 
Silwan (especially its Bustan Quarter), and Sheikh Jarrah, where those 
neighbourhoods are targeted to become national parks. 

• On a related level, the Israeli settlement and bypass road policies were 
designed to ensure Israeli control over the widest possible area of land in 
the West Bank and Jerusalem. Such occupation policies have disfigured 
the landscape, prevented geographic and demographic contiguity 
of Palestinians, while isolating Jerusalem. The Annexation Wall that 
besieges and disconnects Palestinian localities is part of that policy. 
During the process of constructing the Wall, tens of archaeological and 
historical sites were destroyed while tens of other sites became isolated 
behind the Wall. 

• Israeli monopoly over tourism and the tourism services’ industry in 
Palestine, with Israeli domination of the economic revenue from this 
sector (ATG, Tourism in Palestine: Conflict between two narratives). 
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The Research: 

Many Palestinians and international solidarity movements and 
institutions are unaware of the importance of Gaza’s historical and 
archaeological treasures. They are also unaware of Israeli projects and 
plans that target this vital sector. 
The Gaza Strip has always been subject to ongoing war and siege 
that have targeted its historical, cultural, and heritage features and 
weakened it historically, culturally and socially. Within such a context, 
the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip has been directly targeted by 
systematic destruction, on the part of the Israeli occupation.
This research, undertaken by The Alternative Tourism Group Study 
Centre, is designed to investigate the status of the tourism sector in 
The Gaza Strip by context, importance, reality, challenges and future 
prospects. The study is part of the centre’s general practical, research 
and documentation efforts, both in the West Bank and 1948 territories. 
The aim behind these efforts is to raise awareness of Palestinian society 
while enhancing Palestinian institutions as well as the international 
solidarity movement’s awareness. This is achieved in parallel to the 
provision of information necessary to contribute towards launching and 
organizing support and solidarity activities with Palestinians in The Gaza 
Strip. It would be impossible to highlight the role of the tourism sector 
in Palestine historically, economically and politically unless the reality 
and role of such a sector is investigated within all parts of historical 
Palestine. 

Study Objectives:

- To introduce the Palestinian and international community to the 
political, social, cultural and economic significance and context of the 
tourism sector in The Gaza Strip. 

- To highlight the challenges, difficulties and constraints of the tourism 
sector in Gaza.

- To highlight the possibilities of developing the tourism sector in The 
Gaza Strip and to utilize it politically, economically and socially.
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- To include an annex to illustrate the major tourism, historical and 
cultural sites in The Gaza Strip. 

Methodology:

The researcher applied a descriptive analytical methodology by referring 
to previous studies that tackled the context and status of tourism in 
The Gaza Strip. Additionally, the researcher referred to the outcomes 
of several workshops and study days undertaken in The Gaza Strip 
during previous years, addressing the issue of tourism. Moreover, the 
researcher applied the tool of an open questionnaire to which some 
researchers and interested individuals from The Gaza Strip responded. 
However, one of the major challenges that the researcher faced was the 
siege imposed on The Gaza Strip and the mass destruction to which the 
tourism sector has been subject, within the context of Israeli destruction 
of The Gaza Strip in general, through its siege and sequence of wars. 
This destruction affected the tourism and historical sites, as well as 
affecting tourism facilities. The process of destruction also affected the 
infrastructure and environment, although the impacts of such a policy 
have not yet been documented.
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The Gaza Strip and the Significance of its Tourism on a 
national level:

Historical Background:
Gaza is one of the most ancient cities in the world, established circa 
3000 BCE, by Arab Canaanites who called it “Gaza.” Arabs named the city 
Gazat Hashim (Hashim’s Gaza) in recognition of Hasim bin Abed Manaf, 
the great-grandfather of the Prophet Muhammad who was buried in a 
mosque in the city bearing his name. Gaza’s name changed according to 
the change in the nations ruling over it. The Canaanites named it Hazati 
while ancient Egyptians called it Gazatto and Gadatto. The Assyrians 
named it Azati and the Hebrews named it Azza. According to the Greek 
Dictionary, Gaza was given various names during the various eras, 
such as Ayuni, Menoda, and Qustandina. Nonetheless, until today the 
city has retained its Arabic name, Gaza, indicating its authenticity and 
Arabism. The Egyptians recently called it The Gaza Strip following its fall 
under Egyptian mandate according to the 1949 Arabic-Israeli Armistice 
Agreement. Following its liberation from the Israeli occupation and 
its transfer to the control of the Palestinian National Authority in 
1994, Gaza was named the Southern Governorates of Palestine (Gaza 
Governorates). These governorates include the largest and the political 
economic centre - Gaza Governorate, and the governorates of Khan 
Younis, Rafah, North Gaza, and Central Gaza.

Ancient Gaza was built on a hill 45 metres above sea level. Gaza City 
sits at 34 degrees latitude and 31 degrees longitude and is considered 
the gate of Asia and the entrance to Africa, as it is located between 
Egypt and the Levant and between Asia and Africa. Throughout history, 
Gaza has been a transportation point and caravan station, making it an 
international commercial centre. 

Gaza is bordered by the Mediterranean from the west, Hebron province 
and Beersheva district in the east, Ramla province to the north, and the 
Sinai Peninsula in the south. Gaza province prior to the Nakba included 
three major cities: Gaza, Majdal and Khan Younis, in addition to 54 
villages. After the Nakba, what remained of Gaza province was only a 
narrow coastline of 40 kilometres’ length and 6-12 kilometre’s width, 
so the total area of The Gaza Strip is 365 square kilometres.  Following 
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the 1948 Nakba, hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees fled to 
the area.  

Gaza is famous for various fruits: citrus, grape, strawberry, watermelon 
and fig. Underground water is available in the area, where there are 
several private and public water wells. Concerning industry, The Gaza 
Strip has some handicraft industries, as well as some craft workshops, 
light industries and citrus processing. There are several specialized 
markets in the city such as for pulses, vegetables or animal markets in 
addition to the weekly commercial market in Shujaeya area.  

Tourism in Gaza depends mainly on the sea, famous for its golden, 
beaming sand and its temperate climate, both during summer and 
winter, making it an attractive factor to recruit tourism (Palestinian 
National Information Centre-WAFA, July 7, 2013).

The Gaza Strip represents 1.33% of the area of historical Palestine. 
According to the researcher on Palestinian affairs, Akram abu Amr, The 
Gaza Strip is inhabited by some 2,100,000 persons as reported in the 
2017 reports of the Public Administration of Civil Affairs. Hence, The 
Gaza Strip has one of the highest densities of any population in the 
world, reaching 5,753 persons per square kilometre (Akram abu Amr, 
interview, Gaza-11 October 2017). 

Most residents of The Gaza Strip are 1948 refugees; there are several 
refugee camps, such as Rafah, Khan Younis, Deir el-Balah, Nusseirat, 
Shati, Maghazi, Breij and Jabalia. There are also 44 refugee quarters in 
other neighbourhoods, among them: Gaza, Rafah, Khan Younis, Bani 
Sheila, Khuzaa, Abasan Kabeera, Abasan Jadeeda, Deir el-Balah, Beit 
Lahia, Beit Hanoun and Jabalia. 

Crossings: 
The Gaza Strip is surrounded by seven crossings: nothing enters or exits 
except through one of them; six of the seven are under the control of 
Israel while only Rafah Crossing is not. Each one of the first six crossings 
has two names; an Arabic name and an Israeli one. The seven crossings 
are: Rafah, al-Mintar (Karni), Karem abu Salem (Kerem Shalom), Beit 
Hanoun (Erez), Awda (Soufa), Shujaeya (Nahal Oz), and el-Qarara 
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(Kissufim). The first crossing (Rafah) is on the border with Egypt while 
the other six are between The Gaza Strip and Israel.

Until 1948, The Gaza Strip fell under the British Mandate on Palestine. 
Then, between 1948 and 1956, it was under Egyptian military rule, 
before it was occupied by the Israeli army for five months during the 
Tripartite Aggression on Egypt in 1956. During March 1957, the Israeli 
army withdrew and The Gaza Strip reverted to Egyptian control. During 
1967, Israel reoccupied The Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula, with The 
Gaza Strip remaining under direct Israeli control until September 2005, 
the date that marked the Israeli withdrawal, including demolition of the 
settlements built on the lands of The Gaza Strip. (esh-Share’ el-Falastini- 
Online Magazine, October 30, 2017). 
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The Significance of the Tourism Sector in The Gaza Strip:

The tourism sector in Palestine has special significance, due to the 
diversity and richness of tourism that includes Islamic, Christian, and 
Jewish religious sites. Palestine also possesses antique artefacts from 
ancient civilizations: for example, Jericho is considered the oldest city 
in the world, in addition to Palestine’s many excavations, caves, and 
inscriptions. Additionally, Palestine contains historical relics such as 
palaces and temples that relate to all the civilizations that once existed 
here. Palestine has diversity and unique terrains that include the 
Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea as the lowest site on earth, as well as 
mountains, desert and plateaus. Palestine also has a long coastal strip 
that is attractive for tourism, taking into consideration the economic 
significance of tourism within the country’s limited available natural 
resources, especially taking into consideration that Palestine is unable 
to access its natural resources.

Based on this, tourism is considered a strong, effective tool to highlight 
the depth of Palestinian culture within Palestinians’ awareness, giving 
them a sense of their cultural heritage, archaeology and cultural 
products spanning thousands of years. All this historical evidence defeats 
the Israeli claim that Palestine was a land without people and that its 
history only started with the arrival of Jews. So, therefore, tourism:

• Functions as a bridge and space for civilization, culture, and social 
interaction with other nations’ civilizations and cultures, representing 
a good opportunity to enlist support for the Palestinian struggle and 
rights in the face of the Israeli occupation;

• With the entry of millions of pilgrims and other visitors to Palestine, 
tourism may be utilized to enhance and develop advocacy for Palestinian 
rights.

• Within the framework of Palestine’s economic hardships and the 
attacks on its economy, or de-development due to occupation practices, 
tourism can represent a major economic field, if developed. To enhance 
the economic revenue of tourism, it should be developed to include: 
services, the tourism industry, and expansion of the tourism space 
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beyond religious dimensions, to include the environment, nature, and 
archaeology, as well as historical and cultural sites. Additionally, tourism 
may be used as a socio-cultural act. (Nassar Ibrahim, 2012)

Within such a context, tourism in Palestine is important at the political, 
historical, cultural, factual, and economic levels, not only for Palestinians, 
but also for people everywhere. For such purposes, the tourism sector 
in Palestine represents a sphere of defiance against Israeli policies and 
projects that are targeting Palestine’s history, culture, future and rights. 

The context previously described generally takes place at a national 
level, while in The Gaza Strip, in particular, the tourism sector is more 
intensely private. This is because the isolation of The Gaza Strip clearly 
imposes itself on the tourism sector. The Gaza Strip, due to policies 
of the occupation, is disconnected from the West Bank; despite this, 
within the political status quo, The Gaza Strip is considered the sole port 
and only coastal area available in the occupied territory of 1967. 

The Gaza Strip, however, has limited natural resources available, and 
has the highest density of population in the world: around 2 million 
people, the majority of whom are refugees, live on an area of 365 
square kilometres.

All the above factors make the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip a major 
and vital sector, especially at a social or economic level, with political 
and cultural dimensions at the national and international level.

Socio-Political Importance:

Throughout the previous decades, Palestinians have suffered 
from occupation and displacement that have caused division and 
disintegration, as well as attempts to blur the national Palestinian 
identity. The occupation policies continue to disconnect The Gaza Strip 
from its national or historical Palestinian roots, both as to its Palestinian 
context or from Palestine. Such policies have been clear since 1948, 
when no relationships were allowed between Palestinians in The 
Gaza Strip and Palestinians either in the West Bank or inside the 1948 
territory. At that time, The Gaza Strip was under Egyptian rule, while 
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the West Bank was annexed to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Such 
a situation remained in place until 1967, when the entire territory of 
Palestine fell under the Israeli occupation.

This confused situation deteriorated in 2007 with the political division 
then occurring, and which still exists, accompanied by imposition by the 
occupation of a total siege on The Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians’ self-awareness must be raised, by confronting the current 
risks and projects that have been created by the occupation, as well as 
the need to confront the situation that has developed as a result of The 
Gaza Strip’s isolation, so that national unity and national identity may 
be developed.

Bolstering and developing internal tourism to the maximum possible 
level will enable tourism to play a role in raising awareness about 
Palestinian history, culture and achievements, so as to enhance national 
unity and support Palestinians’ resilience on their land. 

On a related level, encouraging foreign tourism to The Gaza Strip would 
contribute towards introducing the international community to the 
aggression committed against Palestinians’ heritage and culture, which 
takes place in ongoing attacks and wars by the Israeli occupation, as 
well as other forms of violation that generally cause risk to the human 
heritage. 

Understanding the historical and natural richness of The Gaza Strip and 
its archaeology as well as its religious and cultural features, its dense 
population and the wars and siege imposed on it, make understanding 
the status of this sector of Palestine a clear national question. Such 
realization will affect Palestinian self-awareness positively and 
contribute towards portraying the Palestinian question as a universal 
political, human and cultural question. 

Economic Importance:

The Gaza Strip is characterized as having the highest density of 
population in the world with scarcity of natural resources. For that, 



16

tourism can play a vital role in economic development by enhancing 
the connections between The Gaza Strip and its Palestinian hinterland 
on the one hand, and with its Arabic market, especially Egypt and other 
countries, on the other.
Researcher Akram abu Amr mentioned this in an interview: “The high 
density of population in Gaza relative to the world, together with its 
rare natural resources, makes The Gaza Strip suitable for economic 
tourism. Such a situation attracts Arabic and foreign groups of tourists 
for shopping, taking into consideration that The Gaza Strip is a buoyant 
market for most economic products.” (Akram abu Amr, ibid.)

Another important characteristic of The Gaza Strip is that it is the only 
remaining seaport available to serve the West Bank. Such a significant 
feature could be utilized to power economic revival that would 
compensate for the scarcity of natural resources, once Gaza’s seashores 
have been developed to receive tourists, in addition to the rebuilding 
and reopening of Gaza harbour. 

According to the Palestinian National Information Centre (WAFA): 
”Tourism in Gaza depends mainly on the sea, where seashores 
there are famous for their golden glimmering sand. In light of such 
importance, interested Palestinian institutions have applied a series 
of precautionary measures to protect the sea and beaches against 
pollution. Gaza Municipality and the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
take responsibility for hiring lifeguards, guides and cleaners, providing 
the beaches with sweet water for showering and drinking, and building 
public toilet facilities. Several tourism projects have been implemented 
on the seashore such as hotels, restaurants, popular cafes and other 
projects in order to provide all the sea trailblazers with all required 
services, according to each person’s economic status.” (Palestinian 
Centre for Information - WAFA, 2013, ibid.)

The same fact was emphasized by researcher Akram abu Amr in the 
interview quoted earlier. “Within the current political situation and 
throughout the long period of occupation since the Nakba of 1948, we 
may say that there is nothing to distinguish The Gaza Strip at the level 
of tourism. However, locally and within the future Palestinian state, it is 
possible to state that the seashore in Gaza would be the leading tourism 
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characteristic, especially since the other parts of the Palestinian state 
are landlocked.” (ibid.)

The team members of al-Mashtal Hotel addressed some of the features 
that distinguish the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip. According to them, 
“tourism plays an important role on more than one level within the 
life of the Palestinian community. Tourism contributes to GDP through 
exports, products and services where it has recorded 4% of the total. 
On the social level, tourism is essential in providing work opportunities 
for newly graduated youth, skilled workers and workers in general as 
well as the indirect beneficiaries of tourism such as those working in 
transportation or in markets. So, it contributes to improving the living 
standards of individuals and families. The tourism sector contributes to 
development and the growth of work opportunities by approximately 
1.5% of total work opportunities. (The team of al-Mashtal Hotel 
interview, Gaza 28/11/2017.)

Cultural Importance:

One of the main tools applied by the occupation or the powers of 
colonialism is an analysis of the social, historical and cultural aspects 
of the targeted community/country. The analysis in this regard also 
extends to structure, religion, beliefs, traditions, social diversity and 
other aspects.  Based on these findings, the occupying power tends 
to feed and activate any internal contradictions in order to deplete the 
targeted community from within.

In this regard, the culture of a community is a vital component of 
its resilience and resistance. However, enhancing and empowering 
a community’s culture is neither a spontaneous nor an emotional 
process. It is a process requiring a high level of self-awareness and self-
assertiveness; it is necessary to understand the social diversity and 
geographic specifications in order to comprehend behaviour, activity 
and knowledge. 

Palestinians targeted on the level of their existence, their ability to 
remain, their identity and rights are involved in a process that opposes 
occupation practices, so that Palestinians try to make use of their 
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diversity and heritage to enhance steadfastness and unity.  

In this way, the importance of tourism lies in the fact that it plays a role 
in raising Palestinian awareness of their historical and cultural heritage 
as a major component of national identity. Moreover, tourism has 
a function in introducing the world to the rich historical and cultural 
background of the Palestinian community.

Since it is not possible to raise the self-awareness of the nation on all 
levels, it is vital that Palestinians should comprehend what they possess. 
The Gaza Strip is part of the historical, cultural, and social matrix of 
Palestinians. Hence, it is at the heart of Palestinians’ process of self-
understanding. The Gaza Strip includes two million Palestinians who 
produce on the economic and cultural levels and who possess within 
their geographical sphere a wealth of history, culture and knowledge 
to be utilized to the maximum. Palestinians do not have the luxury of 
wasting any of their natural or human resources. 

Thus, to approach the role of tourism in The Gaza Strip and other parts 
of Palestine from a cultural and historical perspective, is a means of 
enhancing national awareness and emphasizing national identity. 
Palestinians’ history, culture and heritage cannot be understood without 
learning about its comprehensive historical, natural and geographical 
wealth. At the same time, such an approach contributes to introduce 
the world to Palestine and its cultural features.
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The Status of The Gaza Strip’s Tourism Sector: 

1. Tourism Patterns in Gaza
According to a study published by the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, Gaza 2016: “Analysing the Tourism Status of The Gaza Strip,” 
tourism patterns in Gaza are diverse and range from visits to cultural, 
historical and religious sites on the one hand, to visits to natural sites on 
the other. In general, the tourism patterns mentioned in the study are:
Economic Tourism: This includes in particular trips to attend international 
exhibitions. The Gaza Strip has witnessed, since the emergence of The 
Palestinian Authority, the production of a few festivals but, for several 
reasons, it has failed to stimulate tourism activities reasonably. This was 
also the case as to international conferences and book fairs, Expo Tech 
or exhibitions of national or imported products.  

Religious Tourism: This refers to people’s trips from their homes to other 
places for religious trips, whether internal or external. Such a pattern 
of tourism includes visiting mosques such as The Omari Mosque, The 
Sayed Hashem Mosque, The Ibn Othman Mosque or The Kateb Welaya 
Mosque, as Islamic religious sites. For Christians, religious tourism might 
be a visit to Christian monasteries and churches such as The Monastery 
of St. Hilarion, The Church of St. Pervorius, or The Byzantium Church. 
   
Social Tourism: This refers to tourism activity to visit friends and 
relatives.

Youth Tourism: This is a special pattern of tourism separate from other 
categories; especial emphasis may be due, because of the educational 
and informational purposes of youth tourism. Previous years witnessed 
several international youth camps organized by the Ministry of Sports & 
Youth, with participation of hundreds of youth from various countries. 

Summer Tourism: This is linked to recreation on the seashore during 
summer, where many groups participate in such tourism.

Sea Tourism: This type of tourism either arranges sea sport festivals or 
enjoys the beauty of the sea and its beaches. Gaza is characterized by 
extending over a coastline appropriate for such tourism (resorts, hotels, 
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corniche…).

Entertainment Tourism: Through this pattern of tourism, a tourist looks 
for recreation and entertainment according to the climatic nature of a 
specific country. 

Cultural Tourism: This pattern of tourism is associated with visiting 
various types of archaeology to learn more about such historical and 
cultural sites. Those who prefer this kind of tourism might intend to 
participate in some music or folklore festivals, and enjoy the various 
kinds of popular arts. Additionally, tourists who prefer this form like to 
visit historical and cultural targets including: (a) shrines, Sabeel1 , and 
public baths such as the Prophet Abraham Shrine, el-Khader Shrine, 
el-Rifaeya Sabeel, and es-Summara Public Bath. (b) Cemeteries, castles 
and defence fences such as Deir el-Balah Cemetery (the Cemetery of 
Palestinian Kings) from the Bronze era, Tel al-Rakeish, defence walls 
on the coast of Deir el-Balah City and a Roman Byzantine cemetery in 
Jabalia; as to castles, the best known is Barqouq Castle in Khan Younis. 

Solidarity Tourism: This pattern emerged in The Gaza Strip due to 
the ongoing siege and blockade where it takes the form of arrival 
by international solidarity movement members, such as activists, 
parliamentarians and others, for the sake of supporting Palestinians. 

With reference to what has been mentioned so far, the wide diversity 
that could motivate tourism to Gaza is apparent, where the available 
diversity responds to the demands and interests of all tourists as well as 
scientific, cultural, economic and political goals.

2. Economic Indices:
Despite the importance of Palestine on the historical, cultural or 
religious front, together with its unique nature making it an attractive 
destination for tourists, nevertheless the tourism sector still falls below 
the desired level of contribution to GDP. The main explanation for this 
is the occupation and the way it controls the movement of tourists to 
1 Sabeel: Transliteration of the same word in Arabic. It means a place that provided drinking 
water for travellers in the past. A sabeel could be placed in the street or close to the market 
where it always provided cold water for drinking. In this version of the study, the word will be 
used in this form of transliteration.  (Translator)
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Site
No. of 
visitors 

2013

No. of 
visitors 

2014

No. of
visitors

2015 
El Basha Palace Museum 45778 35888 24799
Tel Um Amer Archaeology  7830 4418 4200
Rafah Tel Archaeology 1900 110 200
Jabalia Byzantium Church 1420 522 550
Deir el-Balah Museum 1340 1800 500
Al-Balakhiya 810 10 -
Total 59078 42748 30249

and from Palestine. Additionally, the prolonged occupation has resulted 
in the marginalization and destruction of tourism in Palestine. Another 
reason is Palestinians’ limited experience in the field of recruiting 
tourists as well as weak infrastructure and services. Palestinians lack the 
necessary experience and skills to promote their country for tourism; 
this is compounded by the weakness of the tourism industry where all 
such factors are essential to recruit tourists.

In general, the direct contribution of tourism to Palestinian GDP reached 
4%, considered a very low percentage compared to the percentage in 
Israel (6%). On a related level, the percentage of tourism contribution 
to GDP in Jordan, as an example, is 20% while it is 13% in Egypt and 
10% in Lebanon. Regarding the contribution of the tourism sector in 
Palestine for job creation, it does not exceed 2%, which is the lowest 
percentage in the region: in Israel it is 8%, in Jordan 19%, in Egypt 11%, 
and around 4% in Lebanon. (Muhammad Meqdad, Wasim el-Habeel, 
ibid., pp 42- 43.)

Tourism in The Gaza Strip has been subject to fiercely destructive attacks 
since 2007 until now, due to the siege and ongoing wars. 

The following table illustrates the number of visitors to archaeological 
sites in Gaza (according to reports of the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities 2016) 
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The number of tourism facilities in the year 2015 was:

• 125 tourism facilities recorded compared to 12 in 1994 (84 restaurants, 
21 resorts, 8 amusement parks or animal zoos). Regarding the number 
of tourism agencies, it jumped to 73 in the same year as compared to 
34 in 1994. At the same time, there were 77 agencies for pilgrimage and 
Umra2 compared to 35 in 1994.

• 5070 persons as to number of foreign groups, visitors and tourists 
hosted in hotels and furnished apartments in 2015.

• As to distribution of visitors among hotels, reports show that 34% 
stayed at al-Mashtal Hotel, 18% at ad-Deira Hotel, 13% at el-Mathaf 
Hotel, 12% at Roots Hotel, 4% at Mirna House, and 19% in the other 
hotels in The Gaza Strip. 

• Regarding the beach, according to official reports, the number of 
public facilities there reached 40% of total facilities in 2010 while 60% 
were private facilities or establishments. The capacity of private beach 
facilities is 36500 persons daily; there is an increase of 25% on Thursdays 
and Fridays when it reaches 45000 persons. Regarding public facilities: 
they host 68400 persons daily. (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities - 
Gaza 2016, pp. 11, 20, 25, 28, 30)

3. Constraints and Challenges of the Tourism Sector in The Gaza Strip:
The destruction, pilfering and theft to which the tourism sector in Gaza 
has been subject fall within the general attack on the tourism sector 
in Palestine. However, in The Gaza Strip, the tourism sector has been 
subject to greater destruction due to two main factors: (1) The siege 
and destructive, brutal Israeli wars; and (2) Constraints resulting from 
internal issues. 

2 Umra: Considered as a minor pilgrimage to Mecca, where similar rituals are practised but 
not similar to all pilgrimage rituals. Umra can be performed at any time during the year, while 
the pilgrimage has a specific duration.
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1. The Occupation, destructive wars, and blockade imposed on The 
Gaza Strip:

Since 2007, The Gaza Strip has been under comprehensive Israeli 
siege. Not only that, but during 2008-09, 2012 and again in 2014, Israel 
commenced several aggressive destructive wars against The Gaza Strip. 
These aggressions have caused massive damage to the tourism sector. 

• Siege: Since July 2007, a comprehensive blockade has been imposed 
on The Gaza Strip by the Israeli occupation. Only in specific, urgent cases 
and in response to pressure imposed on the occupation in other cases, 
do the Israeli authorities allow entry of basic needs to people in The 
Gaza Strip. So Gaza is facing economic collapse and paralysis, affecting 
Palestinians there terribly. In 2014, unemployment in The Gaza Strip 
reached 41.1% while the percentage of poverty in 2011 reached 23% 
and extreme poverty 21.1% (PCBS- “The overall situation of Palestinians 
in Palestine 2015”, July 2015: pp. 26, 30). These percentages rose more 
in the following years where according to a statement released by an 
information consultant of UNRWA, Mr. Adnan abu Hasna, “Gaza will 
be non-viable by 2020.” On a related level, the co-ordinator of The 
Charitable Associations’ League, Mr. Ahmad el-Kurd, reported in a press 
conference on 25/1/2018 that The Gaza Strip is witnessing a catastrophic 
recession of all sectors as a result of the siege and preceding wars. The 
80% poverty rate recorded (according to el-Kurd) includes 65% below 
the extreme poverty line while unemployment reached 50% with half 
the unemployed being youth and university graduate students (al-
Mayadeen Satellite Channel - 25/1/2018).

Such a situation has caused a terrible impact on Gaza’s tourism sector 
where the crash in income and deterioration of living standards due to 
the siege has paralyzed the tourism sector. 

According to a study published by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
- Gaza 2016, the siege on The Gaza Strip has caused the tourism 
sector to suffer a case of recession. All tourism facilities have been 
subject to serious damage or demolition. Hotels, tourism restaurants, 
transportation and marketing of Palestinian handicrafts and traditional 
products (pottery, conches or glass) have all been massively harmed by 
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the wars. The mobility of tourism guides has also been restricted due to 
the ongoing wars. 

Some tourism institutions have stopped working and laid off employees. 
Some employees have emigrated from Palestine, which in itself is a loss 
due to the absence of qualified personnel trained for the tourism sector. 
Several tourism agencies face financial loss leading to closure, where 
tourism movement has been totally paralyzed due to the closure of the 
borders. Travel movement outside Gaza has been blocked, limited to 
just the pilgrimage and Umra seasons as a result of restrictions imposed 
by the occupation. 

Hotel owners have been negatively affected due to the decrease in 
room occupancy as a result of the closure of the crossings. Tourism 
restaurants have also been affected; most have been closed, since 
income does not cover even running costs: as a result, many workers 
and employees in the tourism sector have lost their jobs. 
The hotel activity index has declined: average occupancy in 2013 was 
19 rooms daily (3.36% of available rooms) with an average of 4.8 nights 
per guest, while in 2015 the occupancy percentage was 13 rooms daily 
(2.36% of available rooms) with an average of 3.6 nights’ stay per guest. 

During the period 2005-2008, the tourism sector index witnessed a 
noticeable decline: the number of employees in this sector had been 
1477 but decreased to only 864. The production capacity fell by 50%, 
although it later witnessed some improvement, but again declined 
during 2013 and 2014 and improved a little in 2015. 

As a result of what has been mentioned and due to electricity cuts, the 
loss to tourism facilities in 2013 and 2015 was estimated at US$ 6.2 
million, while the total loss between 2007-2015 was estimated at US$ 
55 million. 

The ongoing siege and wars have had a huge negative impact on the 
archaeological and historical sites, together with environmental impacts 
due to the mass destruction, pollution and destruction of infrastructure 
and sewage networks (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities - Gaza, 2016: 
pp. 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 37, 43).
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Researcher Akram abu Amr has mentioned the decrease in the 
number of visitors to The Gaza Strip, whether Palestinians from other 
governorates, Palestinians from Gaza working abroad, or Palestinians 
from the 1948 territory. There has been a decrease in the number of 
international groups and delegations, leading to a lower level of work 
in tourism establishments. Hotels have remained empty most of the 
year and there has been a decrease in the number of people who visit 
restaurants or places of entertainment. This has resulted in many of 
those who used to work in the tourism sector becoming jobless. (Akram 
abu Amr, ibid.)

The restrictive siege imposed on The Gaza Strip has caused a critical 
recession in people’s living standards and income level, together with a 
rapid increase in unemployment and poverty, all of which has affected 
the ability of the tourism sector to improve people’s quality of life. 

This fact was emphasized by the team of el-Mashtal Hotel in Gaza, who 
stated: “The siege has caused several impacts on the tourism sector: 
firstly, there has been an increase in hotels’ operational costs as a result 
of electricity cuts. So, owners of hotels have to operate electricity 
generators, leading to an increase in running costs. Secondly, crossings 
are closed for long durations, affecting the number of delegations and 
individuals who manage to get in to The Gaza Strip. Rafah Crossing is 
closed most of the time, while Beit Hanoun crossing is partially closed, so 
entry into Gaza is controlled by the occupation that imposes restrictions 
on those who want to visit Gaza.” (The el-Mastal Hotel Team – Gaza, 
28/11/2017)

The prolonged siege has caused serious and complicated, deep 
obstacles to be imposed on the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip. The 
siege has deprived Palestinians of benefiting from local and international 
opportunities that might have contributed to improving living standards 
inside The Gaza Strip, taking into consideration the paucity of natural 
resources there. 

• Israeli Aggressive Wars:
 The three Israeli aggressive wars against The Gaza Strip, between 
2008-2014, have caused terrible impacts at all levels. In addition to the 
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thousands of martyrs and tens of thousands of wounded, the wars have 
caused disastrous destruction of homes and infrastructure. Additionally, 
serious pollution of water and the environment has been caused, as 
well as partial or total destruction of historical, cultural, religious and 
archaeological sites. Tourism facilities (hotels, restaurants, resorts…) 
have also been damaged. 

The Israeli wars have caused either partial or complete destruction 
of certain tourism facilities (hotels, resorts, amusement parks, and 
entertainment facilities). According to Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities reports, the direct loss to the tourism sector in The Gaza 
Strip as a result of the Israeli wars reached US$ 5.45 million. The 2008 
war was the worst for the tourism sector, with damage caused standing 
at 62% of the total damage during the three wars. The 2014 war ranked 
second, in which the percentage of damage to the tourism sector 
accounted for 35% of the total destruction. Indirect losses reached US$ 
14 million; over 260 tourism facilities were targeted either directly or 
indirectly during the wars, causing partial or total damage (Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities - Gaza, 2016: p.38)

Researcher Akram abu Amr reports that “the Israeli air force, during the 
latest war, targeted several historical buildings. Thirty four historical sites 
were totally demolished, including mosques such as The el-Mahkama 
Mosque and Thafar Dummari Mosque in the Shujaeya Quarter of Gaza 
City. Demolitions also impacted The Omari Mosque in Gaza City, Khalil 
er-Rahman Shrine in Abasan el-Kabeera, and The Shrine of the Prophet 
el-Khader in Deir el-Balah City in the southern part of The Gaza Strip. 
Similarly, al-Balakhiya archaeological site (known as Antidon Port), es-
Saqqa archaeological house, Tel el-Muntar, Sayed Hashim Mosque, 
Tel es-Sakan, and Tel 86 in Qarara area of Khan Younis, as well as 40 
historical houses in Gaza City were also partially destroyed. Thus, 74 
archaeological buildings were damaged in The Gaza Strip. Direct loss in 
the tourism sector was US$ 6 million, while indirect loss was estimated 
at US$ 4 million. All such statistics are mainly those estimated by the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities. On a related level, the occupation 
forces targeted 106 tourism facilities; some, such as Bissan Amusement 
Park and an-Nawras Resort were totally destroyed.” (Akram abu Amr: 
Interview, ibid.)
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In addition, the occupation forces stole cultural and historical 
possessions belonging to Palestinians in The Gaza Strip. According 
to Engineer Ahmad el-Bursh, Director General of the Tourism and 
Antiquities Department of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities (the 
dismissed Cabinet), Israeli soldiers robbed golden coins and stones 
from Tel Rafah archaeological site, incising Hebrew words on certain 
pieces, despite the fact that they date from the Roman era when Latin 
was the language then spoken. (Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu 
Lughod - April 2013).

The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities’ study concluded that the siege 
and war prevented opportunities from being used in the tourism sector, 
so the resulting loss is estimated at US$ 6.2 million for 2015 (Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, 2016, p. 3, ibid.)

The size and scale of the disaster to which the tourism sector in The 
Gaza Strip has been, and still is, subject, becomes clear when viewed In 
light of the above data. The impacts of destruction are comprehensive 
and long term, especially when taking into consideration the fact 
that the siege is still ongoing and destruction caused by the wars still 
visible. Thousands of homes, public buildings and sites of project 
infrastructure remain destroyed. Additionally, people are suffering from 
unemployment, poverty and low income -- all of which stresses the fact 
that a booming tourism sector in The Gaza Strip now requires political 
will and vision as well as the assignment of adequate resources. 

The single major element within tourism is investment: both in the local 
population and in the sea as one of the most attractive factors for tourism. 
Yet for as long as the siege continues, there will be no opportunity for 
investment either in human resources or in the potential of tourism 
rewards in The Gaza Strip. Moreover, the siege violates human rights as 
well as the customs and values that function as the basis for moral and 
legal relations between nations, and cultural interaction. 

2. Internal Constraints:
While internal constraints negatively affect the possibility of exploiting 
any available opportunities, they also double the loss at the social, 
economic and cultural level. The impact of these internal challenges in 
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Palestine becomes more difficult once one takes into consideration the 
external obstacles imposed by the prolonged occupation. 

Thus, precise identification of all such obstacles is necessary as part 
of the process of developing plans and strategies to develop The Gaza 
Strip’s tourism sector.

The impact of these internal obstacles or challenges varies, so to address 
them randomly and extemporaneously would only result in wrong 
evaluations of their impacts and preclude the proposal of appropriate or 
accurate solutions. For that, there is a need to investigate each obstacle 
separately in order to identify the solutions. Some obstacles require 
long-term intervention strategies while others need mid or short term 
interventions. 

NB:  Certain internal obstacles are the result of the long-term siege, 
so would be hard to address directly as long as the siege is ongoing. 
To effectively challenge such obstacles, a serious political strategy 
is required in order to lift the siege. Another challenge is the lack of 
resources and the lack of capacity to overcome obstacles mainly related 
to national development policies. Similarly, the connection between 
such policies and national independence is a challenge, as is the ability 
to identify priorities and successfully manage resources. 

In a specialized study, The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities has categorized these internal obstacles as 
follows:

• Environmental Restrictions:
- Marine pollution by unprocessed wastewater, containing organic 
compounds or poisonous chemical compounds such as pesticides, 
cleaning materials or similar agents. It is anticipated that the impact on 
the seashore and on fish in the sea off Gaza are great, since the sea is 
considered the leisure site for all social sectors in The Gaza Strip and the 
sole recreation place. 

- Neglect of the beach area, which has no trees and has cafeterias 
spread randomly. 
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• Economic Restrictions:
1. Lack of funding and weak human resources or infrastructure as 
the main reason behind public sector avoidance of investment in the 
tourism sector.  
2. Low income and high cost of living faced by Palestinians.
3. Increasing percentages of unemployment and lack of work 
opportunities. 
4. Price rises at tourism facilities on the seashore. 
5. Closure of several tourism agencies, hotels or restaurants, due to lack 
of revenue.
6.Difficulties in marketing tourism products and the absence of 
exhibition spaces to exhibit such products, such as handicraft villages. 

• Technical Restrictions:
1. Inability of hotels and restaurant owners to adopt the latest 
developments or best practices in the tourism industry field.
2. Electricity cuts that negatively impact hotels and tourism restaurants. 
3. Difficulty to generate the necessary funds to develop hotels and 
tourism restaurants.

• Professional Restrictions:
1. Inability to send tourism students abroad to be trained and gain 
experience.
2. The banning of those involved in The Gaza Strip tourism industry from 
contacting Arabic and other international tourism unions or leagues 
in order to train local leisure industry students to work in the field of 
tourism guidance or hotels and restaurants. (Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities - Gaza, ibid., pp. 36-37).

Researchers Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu-Lughod state that 
despite the presence of tens of tourism and archaeological sites in 
The Gaza Strip dating back thousands of years, these sites are subject 
to governmental negligence on the one hand and lack of community 
awareness of their importance on the other. Certain of these sites are 
therefore extinct, while others have lost their main features due to 
the impact of climate change or as a result of bad behaviour by some 
people or institutions. 
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In this way such places have been neglected or are subject to building 
infringements such as illegal house construction, or they have been 
privatized by municipalities for use as car parks. Moreover, some 
groups of the national resistance have established military camps in 
some of these sites, resulting in obliteration of archaeological features 
that highlight the history and civilization of Gaza: such is the case of Al 
Balakhiya Site. (Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu Lughod, 2013).

The working team at el-Mashtal Hotel reported in an interview that a 
major internal restriction is related to the overall situation in The Gaza 
Strip resulting from Gaza’s isolation or division from the world and the 
West Bank, its continuing blockade and siege, and the division between 
Fateh and Hamas. This situation has caused a tourism recession and a 
decrease in the number of visitors entering The Gaza Strip, together 
with the destruction of infrastructure and tourism facilities. In addition, 
there are some laws imposed on The Gaza Strip that contribute to 
restrictions on the tourism sector (El-Mashtal Hotel Team, ibid.)

In this regard, researcher Akram abu Amr highlights a group of 
restrictions and constraints to which tourism in The Gaza Strip is 
subject:

- Political Constraints: The Gaza Strip suffers the impact of the political 
division that underwrote the imposition of a comprehensive siege. 

- Social Constraints: The Gazan community is a conservative community, 
dominated by inherited habits or traditions that impose certain 
restrictions on freedoms, including personal freedoms such as drinking 
alcohol or males and females mixing in public places or national parks. 

- The level of unemployment is the highest on earth, reaching 43.6% 
in 2016 and causing limits to individual and family expenditure and a 
decrease in per capita annual income to less than US$ 1500 p.a.

- Infrastructure Constraints: The ongoing limited electricity supply 
affects waste-water management stations, so as a result waste water is 
discharged into the sea, causing pollution in general and sea pollution 
in particular. On the other hand, the delay in reconstruction of buildings 
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demolished during the wars noticeably affects the environment 
(Researcher Akram abu-Amr, ibid.).

Director General of Tourism and Antiquities within the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities (in the dismissed Cabinet), Engineer Ahmad el-
Bursh, reported that the archaeological contents of The Gaza Strip had 
been ignored due to the absence of civic or government institutions to 
protect such archaeological sites or promote them within a framework 
of internal or foreign tourism, and there is inadequate awareness 
among people of the importance of archaeological sites in The Gaza 
Strip (Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu Lughod. 2013, ibid.).  

Based on the analysis above, it becomes clear that internal constraints 
overlap with each other first and then too with other constraints 
imposed by the occupation. There are various internal constraints: 
some related to the political situation while others are related to weak 
infrastructure and lack of investment in the tourism sector. Some 
constraints are connected with a lack of awareness of the importance 
of tourism reserves, which permits destruction of tourism sites, 
pollution or environmental damage. Another challenge in this regard is 
related directly to decreased income, unemployment and certain social 
restrictions. 

When dealing with such constraints, one must first identify and 
understand them; then secondly, determine priorities, based on the 
situation and availability of resources. It is therefore necessary to 
develop a national strategic plan to support the tourism sector in The 
Gaza Strip and to protect it against contradicting internal policies, while 
taking into account that tourism is a public, political, cultural, economic 
and social issue. 

Protection and Development of the Tourism Sector in The Gaza Strip:
Regardless of those internal and external constraints imposed on the 
tourism sector in The Gaza Strip, there are nevertheless possibilities and 
opportunities that could be utilized locally and internationally, either by 
protecting the sector, or by developing it. Protection and development 
of tourism in The Gaza Strip might contribute towards enhancing it as 
one of the valuable political, social, and economical sectors.
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The Gaza Strip’s tourism sector possesses, inter alia, the following 
strong elements:

1. Temperate climate.
2. Diversity in tourism facilities and available services such as hotels, 
restaurants, resorts and chalets.
3. Diversity of archaeological sites throughout The Gaza Strip.
4. Availability of nature sites such as the seashore and national parks 
(Wadi Gaza “Gaza Valley” Reserve).
5. Visits by persons and delegations from all over the world to The Gaza 
Strip due to the political situation.
6. Natural coastal terrain.
7. Generous and hospitable local people.  

Regarding weaknesses, these include:
1. The unstable political situation and the siege and frequent closure 
imposed on The Gaza Strip.
2. Wars on The Gaza Strip.
3. Lack of care of natural sites, such as pollution of the sea by waste 
water, and the dirty beach.
4. Inadequate resources that undermine the ability to develop or 
rehabilitate archaeological sites as tourism attractions.
5. Weak infrastructure.
6. Limitations of income and rising unemployment (Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, Gaza, pp. 8-9, ibid.)

In light of the above facts and details, the protection and development 
of the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip emerges as a priority of great 
and urgent importance, to be stimulated at all levels. Protecting and 
developing the tourism sector is a national mission where government 
bodies in the Palestinian National Authority, chiefly the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, should have responsibility, alongside other 
Palestinian political, cultural, social, informational and religious 
institutions. The private sector also has a role in this field. 

Making the process referred to above beneficial is conditioned on it 
being holistic and addressing the various political, cultural, social, 
informative, educational and economic spheres that would aim to 
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improve the quality of the tourism environment in The Gaza Strip. 
All interventions should be founded on the conviction of the importance 
of tourism in The Gaza Strip, whether at the level of historical, cultural 
and religious sites, or at the level of natural sites. There is also a need 
to consider the social and cultural levels as there are two million 
Palestinians living in The Gaza Strip. Attention should be given to the 
economic development dimension as a major factor for resisting the 
tough pressure under which Palestinians in Gaza are living. 

Confronting the Occupation’s Policies and Practices: 
The legal and moral basis for confronting the occupation’s aggressive 
policies against The Gaza Strip is well expressed in the “Global Code of 
Ethics for Tourism” with all its jurist references based on international 
conventions and treaties that clearly thwart the occupation and its 
arrogant practices against the Palestinian people and land. 

Through the decision (A/RES/56/212) made by the United Nations 
General Assembly during the fifty sixth session - Session 90 on 
21/12/2001, the Global Code of Ethics on Tourism was adopted by the 
United Nations. The code was adopted earlier by the general assembly 
of the World Tourism Organization in its thirteenth session held in 
Santiago, Chile (between 27 September – 1 October, 1999), whereby 
the UN General Assembly emphasized in the preamble of its decision 
the following:

‘’The role of tourism in fostering better understanding among peoples 
everywhere, in leading to greater awareness of the rich heritage of 
various civilizations and in bringing about a better appreciation of 
the inherent values of different cultures, thereby contributing to the 
strengthening of world peace. The mentioned resolution highlighted 
the important dimension and role of tourism as a positive instrument 
towards alleviation of poverty and improvement of the quality of life for 
all people: its potential to make a contribution to economic and social 
development, especially of developing countries, and its emergence as 
a vital force for the promotion of international understanding, peace 
and prosperity.” Therefore, the General Assembly:

1. Takes note with interest of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism 
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adopted at the thirteenth session of the General Assembly of the 
World Tourism Organization, which outlines principles to guide tourism 
development and to serve as a frame of reference for the different 
stakeholders in the tourism sector, with the objective of minimizing the 
negative impact of tourism on the environment and on cultural heritage 
while maximizing the benefits of tourism in promoting sustainable 
development and poverty alleviation as well as understanding among 
nations.
2. Emphasizes the need for the promotion of a responsible and 
sustainable tourism that could be beneficial to all sectors of society.
3. Encourages the World Tourism Organization to promote effective 
follow up to the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism, with the involvement 
of relevant stakeholders in the tourism sector.
By virtue of the previous mentioned document with all the regulations, 
values and rights included, any state that violates it harms and contradicts 
global tourism ethics. Israel, through its practices as an occupation state 
is violating the code and consequently is in conflict with international 
public opinion and international institutions and there is a need to 
utilize all available legal tools to obligate the occupation state to respect 
international conventions and treaties.

For that, governments, political groups, religious groups and tourism 
agencies should no longer deal with Israel in the field of tourism as if it 
were a state above the law.

Indeed, turning a blind eye to Israeli practices under the justification 
that tourism is a non- political process and consequently should be 
outside political exploitation, would give Israel the space to continue 
its destructive policies of Palestine’s tourism potential. Israeli practices 
in this regard increase the suffering of Palestinians on the one hand 
and extend the lifetime of the occupation on the other. Such a situation 
contradicts the spirit of the “Global Code of Ethics for Tourism,” as Israel 
targets Palestinians and their resources. The following facts should be 
considered in this regard:

- Tourism (religious, historical and nature tourism) in historical Palestine 
is one entity, due to the fact that such sites have one history; moreover, 
integration exists among the various tourism elements. Therefore it is 
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unjust to keep tourism controlled by the power relations imposed by 
the occupation.

- It is illogical to allow tourism to be under the domination of the 
occupation state forces in the power conflict; on the contrary, tourism 
should be addressed as a human resource that overcomes barriers and 
narrow interests. As such, Palestinians have constant, inalienable rights 
that cannot be denied by imposition of the occupation’s power. 

- All Israeli practices such as annexing tourism, religious and 
archaeological sites within the 1967 occupied territory should be made 
illegal, as these practices violate international law. 

- Settlements and the building of the segregation wall as well as the 
siege of The Gaza Strip are policies that harm the geographic and 
demographic unity of Palestine as well as the landscape. International 
humanitarian law, including UN resolutions, consider the settlements 
illegal and a violation of international law, requiring immediate 
intervention to stop the settlement process and to dismantle those 
existing settlements. In addition, consideration should be given to the 
decision of the International Court of Justice regarding the segregation 
wall that Israel is constructing on occupied Palestinian territory, where 
the ICJ called on Israel to dismantle the Wall as it has such a destructive 
impact on Palestinians and their rights. 

- Palestinians have the right to access religious sites all over Palestine, 
including those in The Gaza Strip. Palestinians have the right to enjoy the 
archaeology and cultural and historical heritage of their own country. 
Israeli policies that deprive Palestinians of this right (the blockade of The 
Gaza Strip, the segregation wall, checkpoints…) are illegal and inhuman 
and should end immediately.

- Israeli domination of the tourism sector in Palestine (such as religious, 
historical, cultural, and natural sites as well as Israeli domination of 
tourism services and the entire tourism industry) as an occupying power 
that applies force in order to achieve that domination, negatively affects 
any Palestinian plans for economic development or improvement of 
Palestinians’ quality of life. In that reality, any initiative to utilize tourism 
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as a tool to enhance sustainable development, in accordance with the 
Global Code of Ethics on Tourism, would be useless and unrealistic 
within the current situation (Nassar Ibrahim, 2012)
Therefore, confronting Israeli policies and aggressive practices against 
The Gaza Strip, including the continuation of the siege, becomes a critical 
priority. It is almost impossible to propose any plans to enhance or 
develop the tourism sector while the blockade continues to be imposed 
on two million Palestinians there, while also banning Palestinians (from 
the West Bank and 1948 territory) from accessing The Gaza Strip, as 
well as the restrictions imposed on freedom of travel  abroad. 

Such a situation remains the political, ethical, and clear human 
responsibility on the part of the international community to interfere 
immediately, in an organized way, to lift the siege imposed on The 
Gaza Strip and hold the Israeli occupation accountable for its ongoing 
violations of the international conventions and treaties related to 
tourism. 

In this regard, the issue of rebuilding what was demolished by the Israeli 
wars surfaces. Rebuilding is a clear national mission for rehabilitating 
tourism infrastructure in The Gaza Strip within the context of mass 
destruction of infrastructure, services, facilities, and cultural, religious, 
historical, and natural sites; this mission requires huge resources that 
are beyond the capacity of The Gaza Strip alone. 

The pursuit of such issues depends on national and political will and 
a vision to work on all the political, informational, diplomatic and 
international organization levels. Such efforts should be carried out 
in co-ordination with the international community and international 
solidarity movements who support the Palestinian struggle to lift the 
siege imposed on The Gaza Strip and rebuild what was destroyed by the 
wars; this is necessary in order to exploit available opportunities for the 
development of the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip. 

Internal Factors for Developing the Tourism Sector in The Gaza Strip:
In a workshop held by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities at its 
headquarters in Gaza on 28/2/2017 under the heading “The role of 
activities in enhancing the Palestinian tourism sector,” participants 
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recommended the necessity of developing new mechanisms to enhance 
the resilience of the tourism sector in Gaza. Specialized personnel and 
economists who participated in the workshop emphasized the need 
to encourage investment in tourism facilities within the current socio-
political circumstances in The Gaza Strip, as resulting from the siege, 
and the need to define the sustainable, realistic alternative mechanisms 
required to overcome such a situation. 

D. Ibrahim abu Jaber, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, emphasized the necessity of developing the tourism sector 
as a sustainable, productive industry with positive impacts on the 
national economy, in general. According to abu Jaber, tourism plays a 
role in enhancing economic growth and diversifies the economic base 
as well as increasing the level of income, especially once the natural 
features contributing to development of the tourism industry are taken 
into account. Among such features could be the seashore, together 
with the availability of several tourism facilities considered to be among 
the major components that guarantee success of the tourism sector, 
since such facilities provide a range of outstanding services. 

Mr. Ahmad el-Jadba, representative of the Ministry of National 
Economy, highlighted the importance of the tourism sector role in 
achieving tourism and economic development. El-Jadba referred to 
the contribution of tourism facilities to Gross National Income (GNI) 
which reached 4%, as well as the provision of approximately 12,000 job 
opportunities in The Gaza Strip. (PNN: 28/2/2017)

Researcher Akram abu Amr stated that strategic plans exist to develop 
the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip within the Reconstruction Plan 
2014 and other development plans proposed by the Palestinian Cabinet. 
Despite this, researcher abu Amr emphasized that lifting the Israeli 
siege is the most important condition to develop internal tourism; he 
added that there is a need to establish training centres to train qualified 
staff to work in the tourism sector. As to external tourism, abu Amr 
mentioned that the most important issue is the lifting of the siege 
imposed on The Gaza Strip and opening of all land crossings in order to 
facilitate the process of entering and leaving The Gaza Strip, together 
with accelerating the process of reconstructing and rehabilitating Gaza 
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International Airport and commencement of the building of Gaza port. 
(Akram abu-Amr: ibid.)

In light of the previous analysis, it is clear that achieving development 
of the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip in order to make it valuable and 
active at the social, economic, cultural and political levels is neither an 
impulsive, nor spontaneous process. On the contrary, such a process is 
conditioned on the presence of a strategic vision and planning in order 
to achieve active and valuable use of available investment opportunities.
This vision should be based on the enduring fact that tourism in Palestine 
is, essentially, a national question. Therefore, there is a need to deal with 
tourism in a comprehensive manner as it is one of the vital components 
contributing to Palestinian resilience and falls within the process of 
protecting Palestinians’ historical, cultural and natural resources and 
enhancing national identity as well as improving Palestinians’ quality 
of life. 

Based on the above, the following points should be considered:
- The question of lifting the siege imposed on The Gaza Strip, and 
reconstructing what the Israeli wars have damaged, should become a 
prioritized national mission. 

- Any plans or projects to develop and promote the tourism sector 
should be protected against any internal political conflict, where loss in 
this case means loss at the national level. 

- An educational campaign targeting youth, school students and 
university students and the various youth groups should be launched, 
teaching the importance of the historical and cultural sites, as well as 
natural and religious sites in The Gaza Strip and encouraging scientific 
research about tourism.

- The various media tools and social media should be utilised to promote 
The Gaza Strip’s tourism features and booklets and brochures should be 
published about tourism in various languages.  
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Restoration and Protection of Archaeological, Natural and Cultural 
Features:
Many of those interested in Gaza have made claims about the 
negligence of archaeological, historical, cultural and natural sites in 
The Gaza Strip. D. Muhammad el-Kahlout, director of Iwan Heritage 
Centre within The Engineering Faculty at the Islamic University of Gaza, 
mentioned that the centre is involved in restoration and maintenance 
of archaeological sites in The Gaza Strip. The centre organizes training 
courses and conferences to introduce people to the importance of 
archaeological sites. D. el-Kahlout added that the centre was involved 
in the restoration process of abu Shaaban, Alami, Hammam es-Sumara, 
Qasr el-Basha and Sabeel er-Rifaiya as historical sites. Nevertheless, we 
need more efforts from the various official and civil institutions to raise 
public awareness of the significance of archaeological sites in The Gaza 
Strip. (Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu Lughod - ibid.)

Protecting important sites of culture, history, and tourism in Gaza 
requires available institutions and well-trained, specialized scientific 
staff to be responsible for taking care of those tourism sites. There 
is also a need to maintain the sites against the impacts of erosion or 
tampering, or as a result of the damage and destruction caused by the 
occupation forces. 

This issue was highlighted by Mr. Salah abu Hassira, president of the 
Palestinian Committee for Hotels, Restaurants and Tourism Services, 
where he added that Gaza lacks qualified academic staff specialized in 
the tourism sector. Abu Hassira emphasized that Palestinian universities 
need to open departments specialized in tourism and recruit expert 
teachers to work in those departments, while providing students with 
up-to-date information and knowledge in this field (al-Quds Newspaper, 
23/3/2016).

Regarding nature sites such as Wadi Gaza (Gaza Valley) and the beach, 
there is a need to intensify efforts to protect them against destruction 
and pollution. There is also a need to work on protecting these sites 
against unorganized building projects and to propose clear plans to 
develop them and increase their capacity both as to quality and quantity. 
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Socio-economic Factors:
The major factor behind economic investment in tourism is the reality of 
two million Palestinians living in The Gaza Strip. This is a positive element 
whereby there could be investment to develop and activate the tourism 
sector internally. However, achieving that depends on comprehensive 
development of services and infrastructure. Moreover, the standard 
of hotel, restaurant and seashore services must also be developed. 
Additionally, awareness must be raised about the importance of tourism, 
leading to an internal, tourism-friendly environment. At the same time, 
there is a need to respect social diversity and personal freedoms so that 
the community social fabric is not harmed.
In the current circumstances, internal tourism remains the way to 
activate tourism in The Gaza Strip, as stressed by Mr. Sameer Skeik, 
board member of the Palestinian Committee for Hotels, Restaurants 
and Tourism Services, who says: “Gaza has a good beach and since the 
year 2000, it has depended on internal tourism, due to the restrictions 
of the overall, abnormal situation.” Mr. Skeik mentioned that “tourism 
played a significant role in creating space for recreation among people 
and decreasing the impact of psychological disorders that people of 
Gaza faced as a result of the siege and wars.” (al-Quds Newspaper: ibid.)
The issue of internal tourism requires a deep vision founded on 
consideration of the tough living conditions of people in The Gaza Strip. 
This is what has been termed “Simpletons’ Tourism” by Mr. Salah abu 
Hassira, president of the Palestinian Committee for Hotels, Restaurants 
and Tourism Services. He added that most residents of The Gaza Strip 
have middle or limited income so a need exists to promote tourism that 
targets them, but which should provide a high level of recreation and 
fun (al-Quds Newspaper: ibid.).

Participants in a workshop organized by the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities on 28/2/2017 in Gaza recommended that the government 
provide the necessary facilities and tax exemptions for the tourism 
sector in order to support the tourism sector, and to arrange activities 
under the siege imposed on The Gaza Strip. Participants emphasized 
the need to integrate roles between the public and private sectors so 
as to enhance tourism. There is a need, according to the same group, 
to benefit from tourism and to organize tourism activities to ensure 
that an ongoing process may contribute to actual employment in hotels 
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and restaurants, and support the Palestinian national economy (PNN: 
28/2/2017).

On a related level, the crew of el-Mashtal Hotel in Gaza emphasized 
that it is possible to promote internal tourism through improving the 
quality of tourism facilities. They added that there is a need to assign 
recreation places and provide affordable services to take into account 
the living standards of people in Gaza. Regarding external tourism, 
according to the same group, it cannot be developed unless the siege 
imposed on The Gaza Strip is lifted and it is transformed into an open, 
easily accessible region for people from all over the world. (el-Mashtal 
Hotel Team: ibid.) 

Participants in an international study day about tourism in The Gaza Strip, 
held at al-Aqsa University, called upon the Palestinian Legislative Council 
to issue laws to protect tourism and to protect cultural and historical 
sites. Additionally, they called on the Palestinian National Authority 
institutions to launch projects required to encourage investment in the 
tourism sector. The group also emphasized the necessity to co-ordinate 
with the Ministry of Education & Higher Education and the High 
Council of Palestinian Universities to adopt courses to include topics 
about tourism’s economic, social and cultural importance as well as 
the significance of protecting tourism sites. According to participants, 
courses about tourism within the syllabi of educational institutions, 
especially at the level of secondary schools and universities, were 
recommended. 

Additionally, there is a need to assign land in strategic locations in 
order to establish various tourism facilities. There is a need to apply 
new types of tourism in current tourism sites and focus on recreation 
tourism and marine diving. Moreover, there is a need to develop and 
expand the existing museums in The Gaza Strip and equip them with 
various antiques, heritage products and folklore industries. At the same 
time, there should be focus on establishing museums in the various 
governorates of The Gaza Strip, to highlight Palestinian culture and 
its contribution to human civilization. (Sama News Agency: Study Day 
about Tourism in The Gaza Strip. 7/6/2011).
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These facts and information lead to the conclusion that developing 
the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip is a necessity and an achievable 
process at all levels. However, it is conditioned on the presence of a 
national vision and strategy to work towards ending the Israeli siege 
imposed on The Gaza Strip. On the other hand, there is also a need 
to propose comprehensive, realistic strategies to deal with internal 
constraints. Likewise, a need exists to recruit international public 
opinion to contribute towards ending the Israeli siege and stop Israeli 
violations and attacks, as well as the need to reconstruct The Gaza Strip 
following the mass destruction that resulted from the sequence of 
Israeli aggressions. Achieving these ambitious goals requires unifying 
the efforts of all, including government, civil society organizations and 
the public sector. Moreover, it requires the availability of a friendly, 
supportive legal and investment environment. There should be focus 
on promoting tourism in The Gaza Strip at the political, social and 
cultural level. To achieve that, there is a need to work at informative 
and educational levels, especially working within academic institutions, 
including schools and other academic institutions. Equally, there is a 
need to train and prepare specialized personnel in the tourism industry.
Developing and promoting the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip, within 
available possibilities, is a process that requires a balance to be created 
between protection, restoration and investment. Such a process should 
be based on standards that take people’s interests as the main priority, 
while ensuring the protection of tourism and its wealth of history, 
nature and culture. There should be focus on the need to exploit the 
maximum benefit from the diversity of tourism patterns available in 
The Gaza Strip. Services, tourism facilities and infrastructure should be 
developed to ensure an improvement in the tourism environment in 
The Gaza Strip on the social, cultural and economic levels. 

There is also a necessity to protect the archaeology and cultural features 
in The Gaza Strip against damage by either individuals or political powers. 
The tourism reserves are the property of all Palestinians, inherited from 
one generation to another; as a consequence, destruction or sabotage 
of those reserves is prohibited without exception. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations:

Despite the presence of a wealth of tourism potential, alongside 
a variety of cultural, historical, religious and nature sites in The 
Gaza Strip, nevertheless, the tourism sector is subject to prolonged 
structural obstacles, because of the Israeli wars and siege imposed by 
the occupation forces. Wars and siege have led to mass destruction 
and devastation of tourism sites as well as tourism facilities. Moreover, 
the occupation forces tend to despoil historical articles. Additionally, 
internal factors have had impact in this regard, especially due to lack 
of resources, negligence or adaptability in exploiting The Gaza Strip’s 
tourism sector.

Protecting and developing The Gaza Strip’s tourism sector is a political, 
social, cultural and economic, national mission. Tourism is connected 
directly to Palestinian rights and the resilience and attachment of 
Palestinians to their land. It is a component within the culture that 
Palestinians have developed on their land throughout the ages. 

However, in spite of the efforts invested by Palestinian official 
departments, mainly the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, and some 
civil society organizations, and regardless of the efforts invested by the 
private sector in The Gaza Strip to develop tourism, yet, all these efforts 
have fallen below the level of promotion required of the tourism sector 
in The Gaza Strip. 

 For the above reason, the possibilities and opportunities of developing 
the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip should be examined at all levels. 
Necessary budgets must be assigned for this, and training opportunities 
provided to develop qualified staff to develop the tourism sector 
according to clearly proposed and realistic plans. 

Here, the importance of political work to lift the siege imposed on The 
Gaza Strip emerges as a top priority, a national responsibility. Moreover, 
people’s interests must be protected against the impact of internal 
political conflicts. 
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Recommendations:

Based on the findings of this study and taking into consideration the 
constraints and challenges as well as opportunities for investment in 
the Gaza Strip’s tourism sector, the researcher proposes the following 
recommendations for consideration by the various interested bodies of 
the Palestinian National Authority (mainly the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities), civil society organizations, the Palestinian private sector, 
academic institutions, cultural institutions and media:

- Lifting the siege imposed on The Gaza Strip is a national responsibility 
as any efforts to develop and invest in the tourism sector in The Gaza 
Strip under the ongoing siege remain limited and without value. To 
achieve the lifting of the aggressive blockade imposed on The Gaza 
Strip, all possible political pressure must be used, as well as popular, 
informational, legal and international means. The blockade of The 
Gaza Strip should be addressed from the perspective of its violation 
of international conventions and treaties. The Israeli siege of The Gaza 
Strip clearly violates The Global Code of Ethics on Tourism adopted 
by the United Nations General Assembly through the resolution (A/
RES/56/212) adopted during the fifty sixth session/90, on 21/12/2001.

- Identification of the damage imposed on The Gaza Strip’s tourism 
sector  at all levels, through qualified, specialized organizations and 
staff, to use the findings as a basis for demanding compensation from 
the occupation. The findings in this regard could be used as evidence to 
condemn the occupation on legal and diplomatic levels, for its crimes 
against Palestinian historical and cultural heritage. 

- All actors should be involved in planning to develop the tourism 
sector in The Gaza Strip, so as to ensure the integrity of such plans and 
achieve the maximum possible level of benefit from available resources 
(Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, other interested ministries, the 
media, educational and academic institutions, Ministry of Culture, the 
private sector, and religious or civil organizations).

- Internal tourism should be addressed as the major factor for the 
promotion of tourism in The Gaza Strip; this requires proposing a vision 
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and plans to develop such a tourism pattern; to achieve this requires 
investment of efforts to lift the siege imposed on The Gaza Strip. 

- Taking into consideration that The Gaza Strip is the only available 
coastal area within the current political configuration, then Gaza could 
be the place that Palestinians from the West Bank and 1948 territory 
might visit to enjoy the sea. For that purpose, it is necessary for a 
comprehensive development of infrastructure, services and tourism 
facilities to be undertaken. There is also a need to codify regulations 
to organize tourism at the sea and to encourage people to spend their 
vacations on the beaches of Gaza. 

- The living standards of people should be considered, especially those 
people with limited or low income, when pricing services (entrance fees 
for tourism facilities, hotels, restaurants…)

- At the economic level, the possibility of investment in the tourism 
sector through both the government and private sectors should be 
examined, and legislation should be facilitated to encourage such 
investment.

- Precise structural planning is required, in order to expand existing 
tourism facilities without affecting the landscape or nature sites. 

- Nature reserves and the Gaza beach should be protected and 
developed, while pollution should be treated, together with the 
destruction and damage to which such sites have been subject. 

- The issue of Gaza Port should again be raised, as should whatever 
work is required on the political, economic and professional levels in 
order to start building the port. 

- On the cultural level, people must be introduced to the rich resources 
of The Gaza Strip as to the historical, religious and cultural levels, where 
an awareness raising campaign should be a major component towards 
introducing Palestinians all over the world to the important role of The 
Gaza Strip within the history of Palestine. 
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- At an academic level, there is a need to develop university departments 
for tourism studies within Palestinian universities, according to 
modern scientific methodologies. In such a case, Palestinian academic 
institutions would become capable of producing staff specialized in 
restoration of antiquity sites, or to work in hotels and other tourism 
facilities, according to international standards. Additionally, cultural and 
historical sites should be included as topics for scientific research, in 
order to ensure restoration and protection of such sites. 

- All tourism patterns in The Gaza Strip should be exploited, according 
to specifically identified plans: youth tourism, solidarity tourism, 
recreational tourism, cultural tourism, scientific tourism, and social 
tourism.

- Tourism products and industries must be diversified and developed in 
such a way that reflects Gaza’s history, culture and civilization within the 
overall process of protecting Palestinian national identity. Conferences 
and festivals might also serve in this context, and should be organised. 
The role of the International Community and International Solidarity 
Movement:

The international community and the international solidarity movement 
with Palestinians have political, human and moral responsibilities 
to confront the Israeli wars and aggression against Palestinians 
and violations committed by the occupation forces of international 
conventions and treaties, including those related to tourism ethics. 
Consequently, international institutions should raise their voice and 
immediately initiate protection of the tourism sector in The Gaza Strip. 
In this regard, we recommend:

- As freedom of mobility internally and externally is firstly a right for 
tourists and citizens and is a condition for the development and 
promotion of the tourism sector and secondly, taking into consideration 
the Israeli siege imposed on The Gaza Strip since 2007, international 
institutions should be requested to organize solidarity campaigns 
and initiatives under the banner “Right of tourists to move freely and 
access The Gaza Strip.” Similarly, such initiatives should tackle Gazan 
Palestinians’ right to travel freely to the West Bank or abroad. Such a 
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right accords with the ethics on tourism confirmed by the World Tourism 
Organization in its thirteenth session in Santiago, Chile, between 27/9-
1/10/1999. 

- That Israel should be obliged, by working on all levels, to bear its 
responsibility for the attacks and wars on The Gaza Strip and the 
destruction caused to historical, cultural and religious sites. Israel 
should be obliged to compensate Palestinians for the damage, and the 
occupation state should be held to account for its crimes, according to 
international laws and customs. 

- That the organized solidarity campaigns with Palestinians be continued 
and that popular activities be organized to publicize Israeli aggressions 
and violations against Palestinians. 

- That appeals and petitions documenting the destruction and loss 
within tourism sites in The Gaza Strip be submitted to parliaments in 
various countries as well as to international institutions. Additionally, 
that these institutions be required to fulfil their responsibilities to 
pressure the occupation state to stop the attacks and be accountable 
for its crimes. 

- That the possibility of investment in the tourism sector be examined, 
and tourism industries encouraged in The Gaza Strip. Moreover, 
activities and study circles should be arranged to promote the cultural 
wealth and heritage of The Gaza Strip. Moreover, together with that, 
initiatives and exhibitions should be organized abroad to introduce the 
world to the primacy of The Gaza Strip both on its historical and cultural 
levels.
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Annex: 

Main Historical, Cultural and Religious Sites in The Gaza Strip

Remark: All the information in this annex about the historical, cultural 
and religious sites in The Gaza Strip is taken from The Palestinian News 
and Info Agency (Wafa) with the exception of the information about The 
Church of Saint Porphyrius and the Baptist Church, where information 
has been taken from D. Hanna Issa, Secretary General of the Islamic-
Christian Commission. Regarding Al-Malakhiya Site, the researcher 
depended on information proposed by the paper of Hassan Duhan 
and Muhammad abu Lughod. There are 150 archaeological houses, 20 
mosques, three ancient churches, an ancient market, one Sabeel, two 
Zawiyas, and 15 archaeological sites in The Gaza Strip.

Gaza Governorate 
Great Omari Mosque
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The largest and oldest mosque in Gaza City. Located in the middle of 
downtown Gaza, close to the old market. The mosque has an area of 
4100 square metres, with a yard of 1190 square metres. The building 
stands on 38 beautiful, strong marble columns and reflects, through its 
beauty, the creativity of ancient architecture in Gaza City. 

It is believed that the mosque stands on the ruins of the church erected 
by Gaza’s Bishop Porphyrius, funded by Empress Eudoxia, and when 
Muslims conquered Gaza, during the rule of Caliph Omar bin el-Khattab, 
the church was converted into a mosque. 

The mosque was severely damaged during World War I: part of it was 
demolished and the minaret collapsed. The Supreme Muslim Council 
reconstructed the mosque in 1926 in better shape than previously.

Masjid Sayed Hashim (Sayed el- Hashim Mosque)
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Located in the ad-Daraj Quarter of Old Gaza City, this is the largest and 
most beautiful ancient mosque in The Gaza Strip. It consists of an open 
courtyard surrounded by four roofs; the biggest is the Dome Roof. The 
tomb of Hashim ibn Abd al-Manaf, Muhammad’s great-grandfather, 
who died in Gaza during a trading voyage (Summer voyage)3 , is located 
under the dome of the mosque; Gaza was named Gazat Hasim (Hashim’s 
Gaza) in his honour. The mosque was built during the Mameluke era 
and was refurbished by Sultan Abdul-Hamid, in 1850. 

Masjid el-Mughrabi (el-Mughrabi Mosque)
This is an ancient mosque, located in ad-Daraj Quarter. It was built in 
the ninth century, where Sheikh Muhammad el-Mughrabi lived; he 
took it as his Zawiya4,  where it became famous for its association with 
him. When el-Mughrabi died, he was buried in a large cave under the 
mosque and a tomb was built in the mosque’s yard bearing the date of 
his death, in 846 Hijri. The mosque’s roof consisted of palm trees leaves. 
It is also known as Masjid es-Sawad (Black Mosque); it was renovated in 
the thirteenth century. 

Jami’ el-Mahkama el-Bardabikiya (el-Bardabikeya Court Mosque)
This mosque is located in Shujaeya Quarter and was built during the 
ninth century. At the beginning it was a school and then became a 
courthouse. The school was established by Prince Bardabak ed-Doudar 
in the year 859 Hijri, during the rule of King el-Shraf abu-en-Nassr Inal. 
Souq el-Qisariya (Qisareya Market)

Located in ad-Daraj Quarter, it is situated at the western wall of the 
Great Omari Mosque. It was built during the Mameluke era and consists 
of a roofed narrow street, whose roof is tapered. There are shops on 
both sides of the street, which are also roofed in the same way, with 
tapered roofing. It is also referred to as the Gold Market, as gold is sold 
there.

3 According to the Quran, the tribe of Prophet Muhammad, Quraish, used to have two voy-
ages for trading each year: one during summer to the Levant area, and another during winter 
to Yemen.
4 Zawiya is associated with Sufism where the place used to worship (which could be a 
mosque) is called a Zawiya, meaning a corner. For the sake of translating this study, the term is 
used as it is in Arabic.
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Qasr al-Basha (el-Basha Palace)
This palace was built in 1260, following the success of Sultan Qutuz and 
Thaher Baibers in the Ain Jalut Battle against the Mongols and Tatars. 
Sultan Baibers instructed Gaza’s ruler at that time, Jamalu-Din Aqoush 
esh-Shaqiqi to build the palace. It represents Islamic architectural 
art during the Mameluke era, consisting of two buildings, northern 
and southern. The northern side was the site of the government and 
the ruler’s and state’s institutions, while the southern building was a 
residential compound for the prince and his family. During the British 
Mandate, the palace was used as a military post or police station, then 
the police station was transferred to es-Saraya; all the contents of the 
palace were lost and it became neglected. Such a situation remained 
until the period of King Farouq of Egypt, who established Princess Firyal 
School, annexing the palace to it; later the school was renamed ez-
Zahra School. 

Following the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority, the 
palace was transferred to the custodianship of the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities; in 2005 it was restored and in 2010 it was equipped 
as a museum for antiquities. It includes antiquities and archaeological 
pieces from the various eras of Gazan history, including Greek, Roman, 
Byzantine and Islamic periods. The museum is open for all visitors and 
entrance is free of charge. 

Tel Um Amer (the most ancient Christian monastery in Palestine)
Tel Um Amer, also known as Saint Hilarion Monastery, is one of the 
most important archaeological sites in Palestine. It is the first Christian 
monastery built in the country, dating its use as a monastery from the 
fourth until the eighth century. The excavation process is still ongoing, to 
discover more antiquities and provide explanations for the engravings 
and languages on some of its walls. 

Sabeel5  es-Sultan Abdul-Hamid (Sultan Abdul-Hamid water point)
Located in ad-Daraj Quarter, it was built during the Ottoman era in the 
sixteenth century by Bahram Beik bin Mustafa Basha and was restored 
and renewed by Rifat Beik, so it then became known as Rifaiya Sabeel. 

5 It is a place provided with sweet water for drinking, usually found in the markets and 
streets. The term will be used as it is in Arabic in this study.
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It was restored once again during the period of Sultan abdul-Hamid, 
when it became known as Sultan Abdul-Hamid Sabeel. It comprises an 
entrance with an archway with two obelisks on both sides. There are 
holes with pipes that were used to draw water for drinking. 

Az-Zawiya el-Ahmadiya (el-Ahmadiya Corner)
Located in ad-Darj Quarter and established in the fourteenth century by 
followers of Sheikh Sayed Ahmad el-Badawi (who died in Tanta, Egypt 
in 1276), the site is characterized by a ribbed room with six archways, 
a very beautiful large niche and a cylindrical structure carrying the high 
dome. In the external yard of the Zawiya there is a beautiful marble 
tomb for the son of Sheikh el-Badawi, Bahader el-Joukandar Qattlo 
Khatoun, who died on 31/12/1332. 

Hammam es-Sumara (Sumerian Bath)
Located in ez-Zaytoun Quarter, it is one of the most beautiful samples 
of Ottoman baths in Palestine and the only public bath remaining in 
Gaza City. The bath was originally designed in such a manner that the 
client moves gradually from the hot room to the warm room and then 
to the cold. The cold room is roofed with a dome with rounded small 
windows covered with coloured glass to allow sunlight to enter, ensuring 
natural light that increases the beauty of the chamber. The floor is no 
less beautiful, as it consists of marble triangles, squares and circles in 
several colours. The bath was recently restored, so that now it is even 
more beautiful and spectacular. 

Masjid Sheikh Zakareya (Sheikh Zakareya Mosque)
Located in ad-Daraj Quarter, but only its beautiful minaret remains 
standing. Sheikh Zakareya was buried in this mosque; on his tomb is 
written: “This is the tomb of Sheikh Zakareya et-Tadmuri; died during 
month of Saffar6 , 749 Hijri.”

Masjid Kateb el-Wilaya (katib = clerk, wilaya = state, masjid = mosque)
Located in ez-Zaytoun Quarter, it dates from the Mameluke era, 735 
Hijri. The additions to the building on the western side in particular 
refer to the Ottoman era, as introduced by the state clerk, Ahmad Beik, 
in the year 995 Hijri. For this reason, it was given this name (The State 

6 Saffar is the second month of the Hijri Calendar
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Clerk’s Mosque). The minaret of the mosque is situated right next to the 
bell tower of the Orthodox Church of St. Porphyrius.

Orthodox Church (St. Porphyrius) 

Located in ez-Zaytoun Quarter, and erected during the fifth century, it 
was named after Saint Porphyrius, who was buried in the north western 
corner of the church. Visitors to the church can enjoy the coloured 
marble walls and see the hundreds-of-years-old sandstone, organized 
in a circular shape. On entering, one sees St. Porphyrius’ name written 
on the wall ahead. There is a one metre high marble column, on which a 
rectangular container of sand stands, containing two candles. Christian 
Kamel Ayyad lights a third candle to start his prayer and rituals. (D. 
Hanna Issa, 2014)

The current buildings date to the twelfth century. The church is 
distinguished by huge walls supported by marble and granite columns, 
some of which were erected horizontally in order to support the walls, 
in addition to the stone shoulders which support the roof. The church 
was restored in 1856. 
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Gaza Baptist Church
Established in 1950 by Pastor Hanna Mas’ad, it serves a congregation 
of two hundred. It is one of only three churches in Gaza (Porphyrius 
Church and The Latin Church). The church consists of six floors: the first 
two form a public library, specializing in Christian and other books. The 
fourth floor is used for education, while the fifth is a hostel for guests, 
and a centre for meetings. The sixth floor is the place of worship and 
prayer hall. (D. Hanna Issa, ibid.)

Jami’ Ali bin Marwan (Ali bin Marwan Mosque)
Located in et-Tufah Quarter, outside the western side of the ancient 
Gaza wall, it is one of the most famous mosques in Gaza and dates back 
to the Mameluke era. The tomb of Sheikh Ali bin Marwan is located 
under a dome annexed to the mosque. Close to the mosque, there is a 
cemetery, bearing the same name, which includes tomb cornerstones 
that provide historical evidence of the true history of Gaza. 

Jami’ ibn Othman (Ibn Othman Mosque)
Located in Market Street in Shujaeya Quarter, and one of the major 
historical mosques in Gaza, it is the epitome of Mameluke architecture. 
The mosque was established during various phases during the 
Mameluke era. In the mosque’s western gallery is the tomb of Prince 
Saifu-ed-Din Bilakhja, who was buried there, having been responsible 
for Gaza prosecution and having died in 850 Hijri, 1446 CE. 

Masjid Daffar Damri (Daffar Damri Mosque)
Located in the Shujaeya Quarter, it was built by Shihabu-ed-Din Ahmad 
Azfir bin Daffar Damri in the year 762 H/1360 CE, and is known locally 
as Qazmari. The entrance of the mosque is one of the most beautiful 
ancient gateways, roofed as a form of horse fable with plant and other 
engineering shapes, as well as written motifs. 

Tel el-Muntar (Muntar Hill) 
Located to the east of Shujaeya Quarter, overlooking the south-eastern 
side of Gaza City, the site contains antiques and ancient architecture. On 
the top of the hill, the shrine of Sheikh Ali el-Muntar stands. It is believed 
that the name Muntar is derived from the term Natra, which means 
observing, so it refers to the place from where the Mujahidin (fighters) 
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used to observe the main road, in order to spy on the movement of the 
conquerors.

Mosaic Floors 
The mosaic floors are close to Gaza Port and were discovered in 1966. 
They are decorated with paint, and depict plants and animals. They 
date to the sixth century CE. The written text recording their building 
is in ancient Greek:- ”We, wood merchants Minamus and Izus, sons of 
blessed Izis, gifted this mosaic as a burnt offering to the holiest, placed 
during the month of Lonus of the year 508/ 509 CE.”

Al Ablakhiya (Antidun)
This site, six kilometres north-west of Gaza City, extends over an area 
estimated to be one square kilometre, including the north western 
part of Shati Refugee Camp and the nearby coastal area (known as 
el-Mashtal), to the area connecting Sheikh Radwan Quarter with the 
seashore street. This area contained Gaza port during the Assyrian, 
Greek and Roman eras, in addition to a cemetery and walls of clay or 
sandstone. The history of this site dates back from 1200 BCE to 324 
CE. The area of the archaeological site is estimated to be 180 dunums 
and is supervised by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities. The site 
was discovered in 1997 when a French archaeologist named Jean Batis 
found an archaeological site in Al-Balakhiya on the northern beach of 
Gaza coast, four dunums in area, where mosaic floors and walls from 
the Byzantine, Roman and Islamic eras were discovered. The area is 
known as the Old Gaza Port. However, due to lack of funds, excavations 
ceased and the site was closed until adequate funds have been raised, 
in order to continue the excavations. 

The site is one of the few archaeological sites in Palestine; in 2012, 
it was recognised as a UNESCO world heritage site of international 
archaeological importance (Hassan Duhan and Muhammad abu 
Lughod: April 2013).

Tel al-Ujoul (Hill of Calves) 
Located south of Gaza City on the northern bank of Gaza Valley, this is 
one of the most important archaeological sites in The Gaza Strip; it is 
where the Canaanite city of Beit Jalyim was built.
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It is believed that the original location of ancient Gaza City (2000 BCE) 
was on this hill. Among the major archaeological finds discovered at this 
site is a wall: 2.5 metres wide and 15 metres high. Additionally, tombs 
were discovered in the area, with horses buried beside their owners. A 
tunnel 152 metres long was discovered at the site, in addition to palaces 
built above each other, the oldest dating to 3000 BCE. A wide bath from 
the eighteenth Egyptian Dynasty (1580-1350 BCE) was discovered at the 
site. The other palaces date to the sixteenth, fifteenth and fourteenth 
dynasty periods. 

Deir el-Balah Governorate
Tel Um Amer (Um Amer Hill) 
Located south of Nusseirat Refugee Camp is an archaeological hill in 
which mosaic floors from the Byzantine era were discovered. 

Maqam el-Khudh (el-Khudh Shrine)
This shrine is located in the middle of Deir el-Balah City. Below it is the 
monastery of Saint Hilarion or Hilarius, dating back to the third century 
CE (278-378 CE).

Qalet Deir el-Balah (Deir el-Balah Castle)
This castle was built by Ammouri, Crusader King of Jerusalem (1162-
1173 CE).

Deir el-Balah Cemetery 
Deir el-Balah city is famous for a group of coffins made in the shape of 
Man, dating back to the late Bronze Age and associated with the so-
called “Kings of Palestine.” The cemetery was operational between 1200 
BCE and the fourteenth century. These amazing coffins have removable 
covers in the form of faces and constitute the largest number of this 
kind of coffin discovered in Palestine. The coffins were discovered 
gathered in groups of three or more and the distance between each 
group was 3-4 metres. The coffins were found in tombs carved in 
“karkar” stone or red clay stones and placed facing the direction of 
the sea. Inside the coffins, many other pieces, made of alabaster, were 
found. They included Canaanite and Cyprus pieces, and Maysini clay, 
which is believed to have been used as a sacrifice in burial ceremonies. 
A process of rummage took place there between 1972 and 1982 for 
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the benefit of the archaeology department of Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem and the Israel Exploration Association. Indeed, nothing 
of the antiques discovered is currently present in the site, because 
all discovered pieces were transferred to The Rockefeller Museum 
and The Israel Museum in Jerusalem. In 1971, General Moshe Dayan 
commenced illegal excavation in the area and added all discovered 
antiquities and archaeological pieces to his personal collection, which 
he owned until his death. Following his death, most of the antiquities 
and archaeological artefacts he possessed, including Deir el-Balah 
antiquities, were donated by his family to The Israel Museum. 

Tel er-Raqeesh (er-Raqeesh Hill)
This is an archaeological site located on the coast of Deir el-Balah. The 
excavation process discovered a huge, prosperous Phoenician colony 
of 150,650 square metres. The colony had high defensive walls, about 
600 metres long and a Phoenician cemetery in which to bury the ash 
of cremated corpses during the late Iron Age and the Persian Age (538-
332 BCE). The size of the site and its structure reveal its importance 
as a port on the ancient trade route. Archaeologists have discovered 
various types of pots made locally from clay called Raqeesh, in addition 
to Phoenician and Cypriot clay pieces. 

El-Khader Mosque and Crusader Monastery
It seems that the mosque was erected on the ruins of a monastery, 
about 300 metres south of Deir el-Balah city centre, because the 
structure of the building and its crossed archways refer to Crusader 
architectural art. Certain Greek inscriptions and Corinthian crowns and 
marble columns support such an assumption. The mosque is named 
after Saint George, who is called el-Khader in Arabic, so this could be 
the name of the monastery as well. 

Jabalia Governorate 
Roman Byzantine Cemetery
The Roman Byzantine cemetery in Jabalia, east of Salah-al-Din Street, is 
a limestone hill, about 48 metres above sea level. 
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Beit Hanoun
Masjid en-Nasr (en-Nasr Mosque)
The history of this mosque in Beit Hanoun, north of Gaza City, dates back 
to 637 Hijri. The mosque is considered the only remaining example of 
Ayyubid period mosques, and was established after the victory against 
the Crusaders at Um en-Nuss Battle (1239 CE). The only part of this 
mosque that has survived is the southern hall, which is characterized by 
a beautiful roof consisting of archways with a small central dome. At the 
extreme east of this hall is a chamber, roofed with a dome supported 
by circled triangles; there is a memorial plaque on which the name was 
written in Ayyubid transcript font.
 
Beit Lahia 
Tel ed-Dahab (The Hill of Gold)
The ruins of Tel ed-Dahab are west of Beit Lahia, bordered with es-Sahlia 
ruins on the north side. The hill was mentioned by Yaqout el-Hamawi in 
his book “Glossary of Countries,” referred to by the name “Sehlin.” 

Rafah Governorate
Rafah 
Rafah is considered an ancient historical city, having been built over 
5000 years ago. In the past, it had more than one name: the Pharoahs 
called it Rubihwa, the Assyrians referred to it as Rafiho, the Greeks 
called the city Rafia, while it was known as Rafah by the Arabs. 

Kherbit Rafah (Rafah Ruins) 
The site contains brick foundations, architectural artefacts and an 
ancient cemetery, in addition to columns and crowns. 

Tel Rafah (Rafah Hill) 
This site contains ruins and brick walls, in addition to shards of clay as 
the Roman city Raqia was situated on this hill. 

Kherbit el-Adass
This site is south east of Rafah, with a clay roof standing above a wide 
archaeological excavation.
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Tel el-Mssabih
Located to the south west of the village, with remains of clay tiles on the 
mound of its ruins. 

Um Madid
There are hills of ruins and stones at this site, as well as pieces of marble, 
mosaic and fragments of clay. 

Khan Younis Governorate 
The name of the city consists of two words: Khan, which means hotel or 
hostel and Younis, which refers to the person who established the hotel 
in 789 Hijri/1387 CE: Prince Younis el-Nourizi el-Dawadar. The khan is a 
well-structured castle, with high walls.

Qalet Barqouq (Barqouq Castle)

=
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The castle was built in 789 Hijri/1387 CE, forming a compound of 
government departments. The castle is well structured, with high walls; 
it hosts a mosque, a well, a hostel to receive travellers and stables. On the 
walls of the castle are four observation towers, also used for protection. 
A garrison of knights lived in the castle, most of whose internal buildings 
still existed until 1956. However, those structures gradually became 
extinct and today only one gate remains in addition to the minaret and 
parts of the wall highlighting the grandeur of this important historical 
site. The castle was built by Prince Younis el-Nourizi  el-Dawadar at the 
request of Sultan Barqouq, one of the Mameluke period sultans, who 
established the Mameluke Burjiya state in 789 Hijri/1387 CE. Since then, 
the city’s name has been associated with this khan.

Maqam Ibrahim el-Khalil (Ibrahim el-Khalil Shrine)
Located close to Abasan Kabeera village and south of the shrine, is 
a coloured mosaic floor with drawings of birds, plants and motifs, in 
addition to some written texts and a swastika. The history of the mosaic 
floor dates to the year 606 CE.

El-Aqqad Museum
Waleed el-Aqqad, owner of Khan Younis Museum, established the 
museum 35 years ago, during the Israeli occupation, in order to protect 
the Palestinian heritage that was subject to destruction and theft by the 
Israeli occupation forces.

Gaza Port
Gaza Port is considered one of the places that has economic and tourism 
activity that impacts The Gaza Strip in general. It is the only outlet for 
Gazans during summer. It is a resource for income for fishermen and 
restaurant or cafeteria owners. The port provides tens of unemployed 
people with work opportunities and contributes to improving living 
standards. The port covers approximately 225 dunums, with a depth 
currently between 2-5 metres. The port harbours over 70 fishing boats 
in addition to some boats for tourism; it can accommodate tourism 
boats with no more than a four metre draught. Several studies have 
been made to examine the feasibility of increasing the depth to 9 
metres and so improve its capacity to cope with some small commercial 
ships or medium sized tourist vessels. Currently, analytical studies are 
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being conducted to examine the feasibility of improving the port’s 
infrastructure so that it may be more attractive for tourists. (Ministry 
of Transportation, 2012, and Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Gaza, 
2016 p. 18).
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